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are joined. After World War I, America
turned away from the world and freedom’s
flickering torch was engulfed by Europe’s
darkened night. After World War II, we and
our allies continued to hold liberty’s beacon
high but it could only light half the continent.

Now, we come here to celebrate history’s
most precious gift: a second chance, a second
chance to redeem the sacrifice of those who
fought for our liberty from the beaches of
Normandy to the streets of Warsaw, a second
chance finally to unite Europe not by the
force of arms but by the power of peace.

One week ago was the Fourth of July,
America’s Independence Day. More than
200 years ago, you sent your sons to help
to secure our future. America has never for-
gotten. Now together we will work to secure
the future of an undivided Europe for your
freedom and ours.

That is the promise that brings us together
today. That is the promise that will keep us
together in a new Europe for a new century.
That is our promise to all the young people
here today and to generations yet to come:
security for 100 years. Sto lat. Democracy
for 100 years. Freedom for 100 years.

God bless America, and God bless Poland.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:30 p.m. at Castle
Square in Warsaw. In his remarks, he referred
to President Aleksander Kwasniewski of Poland;
Mayor Marcin Swiecicki of Warsaw; Maj. Bolesaw
Kuklelka, Polish World War II veteran; and 2d
Lt. Piotr Blazeusz, Polish Air Force officer who
studied in the United States.

Remarks at a Dinner Hosted by
President Aleksander Kwasniewski
of Poland in Warsaw
July 10, 1997

I and all of our American colleagues are
honored to be here in Warsaw today, grateful
that you have received us so warmly, proud
to share in such an historic occasion for Po-
land, Europe, and the United States.

This week in Madrid, the old dividing lines
of Europe were wiped away forever, and in
their place we are building a framework of
a Europe whole and free for the first time
since nation states arose on the Continent.

NATO’s decision to welcome Poland into
the alliance is both a tribute and a challenge:
a tribute to the people of this great nation
who were the first to unleash the force of
freedom from behind the Iron Curtain; who
pioneered the difficult transition to an open
society and an open market; who took the
lead in reaching out to your neighbors in the
Baltics, Russia, and the Ukraine, who sent
your troops to give the people of Bosnia a
chance to rebuild their broken land.

It is a challenge to all of us to ensure that
this moment of possibility fulfills its promise
by meeting the solemn responsibilities that
NATO membership entails, by living up to
the shared ideals NATO represents, by con-
tinuing to support Europe’s new democracies
in their quest to be full partners in an undi-
vided Europe, by making the defense of
peace and freedom our common goal and
commitment. I am confident we will meet
these challenges because the love of liberty
we share has been forged on the anvil of his-
tory.

In the park by the White House is a statue
of Kosciusko, beloved son of Poland, adopted
son of the United States. Moved by the ideals
of our revolution, Kosciusko traveled to
Philadelphia to enlist in freedom’s cause. He
was the first foreign soldier in America’s
army. He distinguished himself at Saratoga
and West Point where American cadets later
built a monument in tribute to his role in
forging our freedom. He returned to Poland
to help defend his homeland against a foreign
invasion. And though he did not succeed, he
inspired the world with his courage and the
force of his ideals.

Thomas Jefferson said of his Polish friend,
‘‘He was as pure a son of liberty as I have
ever known and of that liberty which is to
go to all, not to the few and rich alone.’’

In the more than 200 years since Kos-
ciusko came to us, Poland has given us many
sons and daughters of liberty. I want to say
a special word about one—adopted son of
the United States and pure son of liberty,
the Chairman of our Joint Chiefs of Staff,
the highest ranking American in the United
States military, General John Shalikashvili,
who is here with us tonight.

He was born here in Poland. He witnessed
the destruction of Warsaw. He saw its heroic
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rise against tyranny. A child born of war, he
has given his entire life to the cause of peace.
Our ability to be here tonight celebrating
NATO’s enlargement is due in no small
measure to his visionary leadership in helping
to create the Partnership For Peace. The
American people and the President in par-
ticular, are very proud of the service of this
son of Poland, John Shalikashvili. Thank you,
sir.

The Poles have a tradition of sending their
finest sons to fight for others’ freedom. I have
been told of the Polish phrase that describes
this tradition, a phrase that also represents
our new alliance through NATO. It goes,
‘‘For your freedom and ours,’’ I believe: Za
wolnosc wasza i nasza.

Nothing is more precious, nothing more
noble, nothing more right. It is the spirit of
Poland, the spirit of America, the spirit of
NATO, to which this great nation is joining
its strength fully, finally, forever.

I now ask you to join me in raising a glass
to the President, the distinguished leaders
here present, the people of Poland, the en-
during friendship between our nations and
the future we will create in the new century.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 8:30
p.m. at the Presidential Palace. A portion of these
remarks could not be verified because the tape
was incomplete.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With President Emil
Constantinescu of Romania in
Bucharest
July 11, 1997

Romania
Q. Mr. President, are you going to tell the

Romanian President when Romania will be
taken into NATO? [Laughter]

The President. She’s been doing this
quite a long while. She’s better at it than we
are. [Laughter]

Q. What do you think of your reception,
Mr. President?

The President. It was wonderful seeing
all the people in the streets, and we’re very,
very glad to be here. It’s quite impressive
what they have accomplished here in Roma-

nia in such a short time. And I think you
see it from the spirit of the people in the
streets, their devotion to freedom. It’s a great
tribute to the President and the Government,
and I’m looking forward to this.

Mars Pathfinder Spacecraft
Q. What do you hear from Mars? [Laugh-

ter]
The President. Going okay.

Bosnia
Q. Mr. President, is the situation in Bosnia

calm? I mean, have you any reports?
The President. So far, yes. We have no

reports to the contrary.
Q. Are you sorry they didn’t get the big

guys?
The President. Well, I think what was

done was appropriate and within the SFOR
mandate. The people were under sealed in-
dictment and they came in regular contact
with the SFOR forces there. And that’s plain-
ly within the mandate. The British sector,
they were prepared to do that and we helped
them to remove the people who were ar-
rested to the War Crimes Tribunal in The
Hague and I think it was the right thing to
do.

NOTE: The exchange began at 12:48 p.m. at the
Cotroceni Palace. A tape was not available for ver-
ification of the content of this exchange.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Study on the
Operation and Effect of the North
American Free Trade Agreement
July 11, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit the Study on the

Operation and Effect of the North American
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), as re-
quired by section 512 of the NAFTA Imple-
mentation Act (Public Law 103–182; 107
Stat. 2155; 19 U.S.C. 3462). The Congress
and the Administration are right to be proud
of this historic agreement. This report pro-
vides solid evidence that NAFTA has already
proved its worth to the United States during
the 3 years it has been in effect. We can look
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